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IN THE UNI TED STATES DI STRI CT COURT
FOR THE DI STRI CT OF COLUMBI A
RANCHERS- CATTLEMEN ACTI ON *
LEGAL FUND, UNI TED *
STOCKGROVERS OF AMERI CA, *
Plaintiff, *
VS. * Case No. 20-CV-2552
UNI TED STATES DEPARTMENT OF * ( RDM
AGRI CULTURE, and THOMAS J. *
VI LSACK, in his official *
capacity as Secretary of the *
United States Departnment *
of Agriculture, *
Def endant s *
* * * * *

The Zoom Vi deoconference Deposition of
DENNI S SVWEAT was hel d on Wednesday, February 22, 2023,
at 10:07 a.m, at a renote |ocation, before Susan A.

Kanmbouris, Notary Public.

Job No. CS5771472

REPORTED BY: Susan A. Kanmbouris (Via Zoom
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Q Ot her than interest rates, fuel costs,
equi pnment costs, |lands costs, are there other things
that you are renmenbering right now that are making the
financial situation of your business worse?

MR. MJRASKI N: Cbjection. It calls for

specul ati on.

A You have got feed costs, fertilizer costs,
i nput costs on plants, or seeds, whatever you plant for

forage for the cattle.

Q Anyt hi ng el se?
A | am sure there are about 10, 000. You have
got nme on the spot. It is a kind of hot spot. The

pressure, the pressure.

Q Anyt hing el se you think of, you just let ne
know. | amjust trying to get a conprehensive |ist
t here.
MR. MURASKI N:  Obj ection.
Q What out conme are you hoping for fromthis
l awsui t ?

MR. MURASKIN: Objection, it calls for a
| egal conclusion, it calls for specul ati on.

A My outcone, | would |like to see the noney
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spent for us to have a voice as a producer. | nean, as
a seller, a dollar, two dollars, make it is $10.00 per
cow, is it really going to make that nuch difference?
No, but it nmeans as nmuch to ne as it does to the Beef
Checkoff they would be fighting for, we would be
fighting for. Regardless, | would |like to have our
noney. | would like to have a say of, at |east, where
we spent, or if nothing else, at |east, have proof that
as a rancher, if you have 500 cows, and sell $500.00
worth, spend $500.00 on marketing capital. W knows?
There are lots of ways. Mostly, we just want to have a
say where this goes, and how it would benefit us.

Q Is the U. S. Departnent of Agriculture
taking an action directly against you that you hope
this case will make them stop?

MR. MURASKI N:  Obj ection, nunmerous form
obj ecti ons.

A | have no idea about that question. |
really don't. | hope they are on the side of us.
That's whatever side you are on, right?

Q Absol utely, absolutely. As far as you can

t hi nk of right now, you can't think of any action the
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